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Cabin Fever

by Anna Mae Carman

Ahhhhh! I’ve got to get
out of my house! I’m so
tired of being cooped up
at home. Right now I am
daydreaming of just getting out. I want to jump
on a bus and go to Blue
Frog. Speaking of jumping,
I want to go to DreamTown and jump on some
trampolines, or even go to
Starbucks and talk with
friends. I can’t go anywhere without my mask
and now I have to scan a
QR code to even get back
into my apartment complex.

all feel locked up because families, learn new skills,
of the virus.
or start on that book
you’ve been wanting to
B u t n o t a l l o f b e i n g write.
cooped up at home is bad.
We can take this opportu- Fa m i l y - My f a m i l y
nity to get closer with our spends a lot of time to-

Regardless of where you
are in the world, almost
everyone is cooped up at
home, spending at least 6
hours staring at their
computer or iPad screens.
Maybe you tr y and do
something active, but we
The author, enjoying family time.

gether, but not every single second of
every single day! For the past few weeks,
though, we’ve had no choice. I have two
younger brothers and two younger sisters.
With all of the younger kids, things can
get tense. If this happens in your family
you could play a family board game, or do
a craft together. You could bake sugar
cookies and frost all of them together.
Don’t miss this opportunity that you
have with your family!

spise writing. But what about using
GarageBand to write a song? Painting a
self-portrait? Using iMovie to make a
documentary about your life? Or letting
go of your fear of being seen on camera
and finally creating a YouTube channel?
What is the one thing in your mind that
you’ve been wanting to do? You have
time! Use it well!

Skills - The idea of learning a new skill
can be daunting. Maybe you envision
yourself singing a popular song in front
of cheering fans or crocheting 2 duvets
for your bed in a week's time. Then reality hits, you know that you can’t do that,
so you don’t start. Rome wasn’t built in a
day! You have to start somewhere. Take
this time to learn something new like
Try your hand at painting?
knitting or playing the keyboard that you
(Digital
art by TaeYoung Heo)
have laying around. Learn how to make
the food that you like. Search your house
There are many things about this virus
for things to grow yourself.
that are terrible, but use this time and
Book - Ok, so maybe writing a book change in your routine to your advantage.
isn’t your thing. Maybe you absolutely de- I for one, am going to stop moping
around and start working on myself.
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Home Based
Learning

eyes were getting tired beyond normal
and noticed their bloodshot eyes as their
eyes were fatigued due to extensive hours
of computer screen usage.

by YeWon Cha

By now, most students are school-sick
and want to attend school as they used
to. I wish the outbreak would get better
and hope to see every student, teachers,
and staﬀ members with a bright smile in
the near future.

Due to the novel coronavirus outbreak,
most public buildings, including schools,
factories, restaurants, have been closed
for safety reasons. Just as most international schools, Tianjin International
School also announced campus closure,
and implemented a Home-Based Learning (HBL) for students.
The online class works just the same as if
students are attending school, but it is a
bit relieving as students get to study on
their comfy sofa at home. Each day, students are to wake up for their classes on
time, as there may be ambush quizzes or
homework of the day. For courses that
include class discussions, there would be
Zoom calls, which is very similar to
FaceTime, except it makes it extra embarrassing because the speaker's face
would pop up hugely on everyone's
screen. Despite the humiliation, students
were able to get used to the program
quickly. Most students prefer zoom calls
rather than listening to lectures since the
live videos that make it seem like they’re
taking class in school. However, all advantages follow with disadvantages. Most
students felt like it is very challenging to
catch up with school work as communications weren't clear and explicit enough
for some tasks. Not only were students
stressed by due dates, but some are also
struggling with their tired eyes. HBL requires students to utilize their MacBook
for lectures, zoom calls, homework, and
quizzes, and tests. Some felt that their
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Times Are A Changin’
Farmer’s Tan

Corona Virus Tan

Movie Reviews

The Perks of Being
a Wallflower
A wallflower is an introvert, someone
that’s socially anxious and keeps to
themselves. They struggle to talk to new
people and to try new things so they often find themselves lonely or struggling
to reach out. It’s that word and that idea
t h a t m a ke s t h i s
movie so special.
I know someone
who spent his entire
life struggling with
this, seeing the light
at the end of the
tunnel but unable to
ask for help to get to
that light. That is
w h a t m a ke s t h i s
movie is so beautiful.
The music is this
one of this film’s
greatest features,
driving the emotions
and character arcs all
the way through. It
does not matter if
you are referring to
the long -awaited
song under the tunnel or the lyrics are
heard in the background, they are perfectly chosen.
A massive strong point are the characters
and the casting. To start with there’s Lo-
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gan Lerman (Charlie) who became the
definition of lonely, awkward and hurting. His partner in crime Emma Watson
(Sam) also holds the hurt behind a brave
and bold persona. Then there is Ezra
Miller (Patrick) who had all the confidence we could ask for, and even Paul
Rudd as the English teacher we all wish
we had. Everyone is diﬀerent and completely wrapped up in the complexities of
their individual characters, giving the
movie well needed balance.
I did not expect to be so moved or inspired watching about a teenage boy going through the experiences of high
school. I felt connected to the love
he showed—how
genuine it was—
with the depression
that Charlie faces,
the depth of the
way he feels things,
and the abuse he
confronts.
At the beginning
we are hit with the
quote “we accept
the love we think
we deserve.” That
quote accompanies
the movie as a
whole, to show me
that the way I feel
is felt in others too.
Being at the stage of
life of struggles, seeing myself in Charlie,
Sam, and Patrick gave me hope and made
me to understand what I am going
through, and for that I love this film.
— HyunA Lee

Okja
Directed by Joon Ho Bong, who won
4 Oscars with the movie Parasite,
Okja is a movie about a company that
gives 26 genetically mutated super
pigs to 26 local farmers, spread all
over the world, for them to raise for
10 years. Okja is one of these pigs and
she befriends Mija, the daughter of a
Korean farmer who received one of
the pigs. When the ten years pass, the
company comes to collect the pigs,
despite Mija's wishes. First the positives: It is a great looking movie, it is
colorful, the eﬀects are great and the
creature Okja is adorable. I would say
the most entertaining part was the
heartwarming bond between Mija
5

and Okja and seeing Mija’s adventure
to get Okja back. Definitely worth a
watch.
Okja is beautiful, poetic, heartbreaking, and hard to keep your eyes on. If
you are a huge animal lover, having to
sit through this will be diﬃcult, but it
is important. We all know what goes
on in slaughterhouses, but do we really get it? Okja makes sure you get it.
You invest in Mija and Okja's relationship because it is so real and it is
so pure. Joon Ho Bong's directing
definitely shows that he knows how
to use small tricks and manipulate the
audience with his story. Once again,
be aware that it is at times hard to
watch, but its message is one you
need to ponder.
— HyunA Lee

De Lenz
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Book Review

The Faith of Donald J. Trump:
A Spiritual Biography
Harper-Collins, 2018, 357 pp.$8.99
Brody, David. & Scott Lamb

Digital Edition
ISBN:978-0-06-274959-8

“When my friend David Brody told me he was writing
a book titled The Faith of Donald J. Trump, I was
tempted to laugh. But I didn’t.” Eric Metaxas seems to
sum it up for all of us. In fact, if not for the credibility
of the forward, I would not have invested my time and
finances ($ 0.99 on Kindle—you have to watch for the
sales). In November of 2016 I was both annoyed and
amazed that Mr. Trump had somehow wooed the
evangelical voters and thus eked out a victory over
Hillary Clinton.
The in this book the writers try, with some success, to
portray Mr. Trump as a work in progress—a man on
his own journey. The tale is replete with eye witnesses
and character references from those closest to the
President. Unfortunately, several of those who testify
in favor of Mr. Trump are either now in jail or currently being criminally prosecuted.
The book has value, in that it reveals many of the back stage alliances that resulted in
Donald Trump’s success. It also succeeds in humanizing Mr. Trump with a brief history
of his father’s middle class working man roots and his mother’s journey to America,
from a staunchly Scottish Presbyterian village.
If you wish to know how candidate Trump pulled oﬀ this strange marriage of brashness
and the church, or why an evangelical block of influencers rallied around a man of
questionable integrity, then this book is for you.
—D.W. Fagerland
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Dalgona Coffee
by YeWon Cha
COVID-19 forced the community to
seek entertainment that could be done at
home. One of the popular trends that
have been viral online is ‘Dalgona
Coﬀee.’ Since all ingredients are relatively easy to get, it is worth a challenge.
The recipe is quite “simple.” The ingredients are water, sugar, instant coﬀee,
milk, and a tool to mix (spoon, whisk,
etc.). Place water, sugar, and instant coffee in a bowl to 1:1:1 ratio. Then stir until
the color turns into a light brown creamy
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texture. When dalgona is foamy enough,
pour some milk in a cup, and a successful
dalgona will float on top of the milk. The
dalgona itself is bitter, so make sure to
mix up the coﬀee.
The whole process sounds easy, but it’s
not. You might have to challenge yourself
to stir dalgona about 2000 times actually
to make it look like a fluﬀy golden cloud.
The dalgona challenge is recommended
to everyone in quarantine, but especially
to those who need an urgent arm exercise.

Model United Nations
by YeWon Cha
Model United Nations, or MUN, is a
simulation of UN organizations with
participants taking roles as delegates for
various countries. They debate current
issues, researching, drafting, lobbying,
and arguing to pass feasible resolutions.
It is the most widespread extracurricular
event for most
middle and high
school students.
Why is it so
popular?
Debating issues
allows students
to learn relevant
current events
that are likel y
being discussed
and
debated
around
the
world. Ever y
team is asked to
share their proposed resolution,
to the house.
The team must collaborate dividing up
the tasks of research, writing clauses, and
creating a speech to persuade the house.
The goal is to propose suitable solutions
that most delegates will agree upon. During the conference, delegates will spend
much time giving speeches and debating
other representatives. This can profoundly improve public speaking skills.
Boosting public speaking and debate
skills are always beneficial. People will
have to deal with public speaking at
10

some point in their life, regardless of
their future career goals.
Participating in Model UN often benefits delegates with worldly knowledge,
consensus building, and confident public
speaking skills, which other extracurricular activities do not oﬀer.
TIS hosts an annual conference
called “TIANMUN,” usually
around October
29th-31st. More
than sixty students enroll in
MUN from our
school, ser ving
as delegates,
chairs, or executives. Recently,
the executive
team of TIANMUN VIII was
announced by
our MUN director Mr. Jacob Way. Students were delighted to accept their position through a zoom call. It felt like the
relentless pain of writing the application
and preparing for the interview washed
away in a split second. The team came
together to discuss the conference theme
and topics and decided on “Global Sustainable Recovery” as the conference
theme. The team had a successful first
meeting. They plan to have numerous
team zoom calls to prepare for the best
conference yet.

What House are You?
by YeWon Cha
Have you ever wondered which house
the Sorting hat in Hogwarts will assign
you? There are four houses in Hogwarts:
Gryﬃndor, Slytherin, Huﬄepuﬀ, Ravenclaw. All four houses have distinct characteristics that guide students into
a diﬀerent dormitory.

The third house is Ravenclaw, where
they appreciate intelligence and wit. Unfortunately, Ravenclaw did not get a large
percentage in of film time and that limited the chance for the public to perceive
this house. Ravenclaw, represented by
the eagle, has for its colors blue and
bronze.

Gr yffindor, the house
renowned for Harry Potter, values bravery. For
that reason, they are
symbolized by a
lion, with the colors of scarlet
and gold. The
movie portrays
Gryﬃndor as
the house
which conceives justice
and courage
by having all
three
main
characters to fight
unknown dangers.

Lastly, the house you've
been waiting for is
Slytherin. This house is
known for the cruel
characteristics that
Lord Voldemort
had throughout
the series. Although numerous evil successors are
f r o m
Slytherin, the
house itself
was not evil.
They esteem
ambition, and
some conser vative
Slytherins are disgusted
by muggles, those from
non-wizard families. Their
emblematic animal is the serpent,
and its colors are emerald green and silver.

The next house is Hufflepuﬀ, who admires dedication and loyalty. This may be surprising news since the movie portrayed
Huﬄepuﬀ students as retarded, but that
was just a stereotypical thought. Hufflepuﬀ is represented with the colors of
yellow and black with a badger, an animal
known for its tenacity. If you are assigned
to Huﬄepuﬀ, it would mean that you
would care nothing but integrity.
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All four houses contain complex beliefs
that makes Hogwarts unique and special.
After looking at the characteristics of
the houses, try to infer your own house
in Hogwarts!

Just For Fun
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